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February 5, 2014

Carmen Farifia

Chancellor

New York City Department of Education
Tweed Courthouse

52 Chambers Street

New York, NY 10007

Dear Chancellor Farifia,

[ wanted to bring your attention two co-locations in my district, which were proposed in August
and rapidly approved by the Panel for Educational Policy on October 15, 2013 under your
predecessor, Chancellor Dennis Walcott. I strongly oppose both of these co-locations, and I urge
you to take the opportunity to review these co-locations as soon as possible.

1. The co-location of Success Academy, a K-4 Charter school, at 411 Pearl Street with
Murry Bergtraum High School for Business Careers and Urban Assembly School for
Emergency Management.

The Murry Bergtraum building is currently home to two high schools: Murry Bergtraum High
School for Business Careers, which is considered a “Struggling School” by the Department of
Education, and the Stephen T. Mather Building Arts & Craftsmanship High School. Stephen T.
Mather has been co-located for the past year, but is to be switched next year with Urban
Assembly School for Emergency Management due to the realization that there were not adequate
facilities for the Building Arts & Craftsmanship program. To this mix, the Department of
Education is now proposing to add a K-4 Charter school, Success Academy.

We are greatly concerned about the inappropriateness of co-locating K-4 students with high
school students given that the first floor is primarily occupied by spaces on which Murry
Bergtraum depends, including their auditorium. I also do not believe combining high school
students with kindergartners in one building is an effective learning environment; I know there
are buildings co-located in this manner elsewhere in the city, but the developmental and physical
differences between the two populations are very big.






